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Music is medicine 





Health Services teams up with jazz legend Vic Vogel to help Cuba 





SIOIANIS VIGIW JALLVIND 


Left to right: NeoRhino party and CUBEC Libre movement leader Francois Yo Gourd, Health Services’ Melanie Drew, musician Vic Vogel, 


Cuban Consul General Sergio Vélez Camhi, and Vogel’s 


Russ COOPER 


It wasnt until Jan. 6 that Health 
Services Director Melanie Drew and 
legendary pianist and big band 
arranger Vic Vogel had a chance to 
meet in person. Until then, while their 
relationship had been strictly through 
email and phone, it had been nothing 
but personal. 

Strolling into Meldrum the Movers 
warehouse on Sherbrooke St. W. with the 
trailing scent of cigars, Drew greeted 


- Vogel, who was side-by-side with Consul 


General of the Republic of Cuba Sergio 
Vélez Camhi, to look at the mountain of 
donated musical instruments and med- 
ical equipment they're arranging to send 
to the island nation in May. 

Six examination tables, several small 
metal cabinets, a box of mercury ther- 
mometers, and a few stools left over 
from Health Services’ relocation from 
the ER Building to the GM Building this 
December were originally headed for 


the landfill. Now, they'll be put to use in 
the Cuban health care system. 

“It's a symbol of real friendship,’ 
Camhi said. “We have difficulties 
replacing medical supplies due to poor 
economic conditions and the US. 
embargo [...]. [Donations of health care 
materials] will always help’ 

“I know it’s going to the right place, 
says Drew. “From the beginning, I've 
been happy.’ 

The story began in late 2008 when 
Vogel, now 75, became distraught 
hearing about the destruction of con- 
servatories and schools in Cuba due to 
hurricane Ike. With the help of 
Montreal's Meldrum the Mover and 
Toronto-based natural resource com- 
pany Sherritt, he and his manager Bob 
Pover arranged for over 200 musical 
instruments to be shipped to the 
Cuban ministry of culture. 

The effort was so successful, Vogel 
decided to organize another shipment 
this year. Word got out via media this 


manager Bob Pover at Meldrum the Mover’s NDG warehouse on Jan. 6 


winter, and quickly, the offerings 
poured in: Tons more instruments 
(including nine pianos) as well as a 
school bus and an ambulance. The 
Cuban government even donated three 
40-foot shipping containers. 

Among those listening to a CBC 
report on the second shipment was 
Drew. She didn't quite know it yet, but 
she was about to become a part of 
Vogel's continuing effort. 

“I didn't make the connection imme- 
diately, but when we couldnt find a 
place for the old equipment to be used, 
I remembered Vic, she said. 

Finding him on Canada4Il.ca, she 
called Vogel out of the blue, telling him of 
the situation. He and Pover agreed 
instantly the material would be welcome. 

“People whove worked in health care 
know how precious equipment is, said 
Drew, who spent 15 years as a nurse in 
the public system before joining 
Concordia in 2000. 

CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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New prof back on campus 


Globetrotting MPPPA grad focuses on communities and youth 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


To say that Natasha Blanchet- 
Cohen has experience abroad 
would be an understatement; 
she was born in Lesotho, grew 
up in Bangladesh, studied in 
Quebec, Ontario and British 
Columbia, and traveled and 
worked in Venezuela, Mexico, 
Russia and Thailand. She's also 
fluent in English, French, 
Spanish and Bengali. 

Blanchet-Cohen, who spe- 
cializes in community develop- 
ment and youth participation, 
joined the Department of 
Applied Human Sciences as an 
assistant professor —_ in 
September. 

“What struck me about 
Concordia was the diversity of 
the student body, she said. 
Since many of her students are 
older or are already working, 
they bring their experiences to 
the classroom, which leads to 
interesting discussions. 

“I was really attracted to the 
department. There are few 
departments in Canada that are 
as interdisciplinary,’ she said. 

Blanchet-Cohen is happy to 
be in Montreal, describing it as 
the “perfect fit” for her. She 
isnt new to the city though; 
she came here with her family 
at the age of 15. She studied 
political science and econom- 
ics at McGill and then complet- 
ed her masters of arts, public 





Natasha Blanchet-Cohen comes to Concordia via the University of Victoria. She teaches Community 
Development | and Il and Respecting Diversity/Human Relations in the Department of Applied Human Sciences. 


policy and public administra- 
tion at Concordia in 1998. 
Following another masters in 
international affairs at 
Carleton, she travelled west for 
her doctorate in curriculum 
and instruction at the 


University of Victoria. 

For the past 12 years, she was 
involved with the International 
Institute for Child Rights and 
Development at UVic, first as 
assistant coordinator and later 
as research director. She 


taught in the Faculty of 
Education and the School of 
Child and Youth Care and led 
national applied research ini- 
tiatives on building resilient 
communities through youth 
engagement. 


SIANSS VIGIW JALLYIND 


“A lot of studies focus on the 
problems with youth. I take a 
different perspective and look 
at what they have to offer their 
communities. They can be real 
agents of change,’ she said. “My 
work is about creating oppor- 
tunities to give youth access to 
a voice.” 

Her research spans a number 
of issues, including child 
agency and child participation, 
community youth develop- 
ment, children and nature, 
developmental monitoring and 
evaluation, resiliency and mar- 
ginality, and systems change 
and innovation. 

On Jan. 21, Blanchet-Cohen 
will be speaking about her expe- 
riences at UNICEF Concordias 
Gala Night to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. Kyle 
Matthews, lead researcher at 
the Montreal Institute for 
Genocide and Human Rights 
Studies and Stephanie Vidal, 
communications specialist for 
UNICEF, are also guest speakers. 
The evening includes a photo 
exhibit, live band, wine and 
cheese. 

Tickets are 10$ in advance, 
or 15$ at the door. The event 
takes. place on the 7th floor of 
the Hall Building. All proceeds 
go to UNICEF Quebec. For 
more information, email 
unicef.concordia.association@g 
mail.com. 
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“This is completely usable stuff, 
it just didn’t meet our needs 
right now, 

On Dec. 17, the day before 
Health Services was to move, the 
equipment was delivered to 
Meldrum’s by Concordia Distri- 
bution Services, where it current- 
ly stays until the ship sails in May. 

Vogel’s connection to 
Concordia doesn’t start with 
this — far from it. While work- 
ing as a toolmaker in the 50s, he 
attended SGW, “for about a 
week when I was 15 for mechan- 
ical drafting, but it was too 
much theory, not enough prac- 
tice.” He also filled in as a music 


Music is medicine 


Health Services teams up with jazz legend Vic Vogel to help Cuba 


prof one semester “years ago, I 
can’t remember when.” 

In 1993, Vogel began donating 
all his musical notes and charts 
to Concordia Archives; hundreds 
of intricate original handwritten 
pages, all of which have never 
been photocopied or duplicated. 
Since beginning his donation, 
he’s contributed more than 26 
archival boxes of materials. 

Vogel’s generosity has been 
more than welcomed _ by 
archives staff, who have been 
collecting substantial historical 
material about Montreal's jazz 
past since the 1980s. 

“Everybody in the jazz com- 
munity know there's substantial 


information about their past in 
here,’ said Archives Director 
Nancy Marrelli, explaining the 
facility is constantly frequented 
by curious musicians, family of 
musicians and historians, pro- 
fessional or otherwise. “Vic 
drops by from time to time to 
have a look at some of his old 
charts or thumb through the old 
memorabilia of other musicians. 
He’s very much at home in our 
archives, she says. 

At home, sure, but it's safe to 
say that after more than half a 
century performing music, the 
stage is his home. And perhaps 
one of the most significant 
moments connecting Vogel and 


Concordia came in 1999 when 
Vogel's big band performed on 
stage along side Montreal jazz 
legend Oscar Peterson during the 
ceremony to rename the concert 
hall the Oscar Peterson Hall. 

Off stage and standing in the 
drafty Meldrums warehouse, 
Vogel speaks passionately in his 
signature gruff tone as he remi- 
nisces of his latest effort. “This 
is my way of putting back in to 
the musical soil from which I've 
taken out for the last 75 years,’ 
Vogel said, who extends his 
thanks to Ken Seymour and the 
folks at Meldrums. 

Shortly after the ship arrives, 
Vogel will perform a musical 


piece he's written in honour of 
the effort with a full big band 
orchestra at the newly renovat- 
ed Grand Theatre in Holguin, a 
venue severely damaged by Ike 
in 2008. 

“When we have nothing to 
eat, we only have food for the 
soul, and that’s music, said 
Vogel. “This whole thing, it 
makes me younger. 


Health Services will reopen on 
the second floor of the GM 
Building on Jan. 18. In the inter- 
im, the Loyola Health Services 
are operating as usual (9 to 4:30) 
with expanded services of two 
physicians and two nurses. 
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fing, dwil and environmental engineering professor Hashem Akbari. 





Russ COOPER 


In the deep freeze of winter, it 
may seem a bit odd to be talking 
about bringing the temperature 
of the city down, but for engi- 
neering professor Hashem 
Akbari, it's more than a hot 


topic. 
Akbari, who joined 
Concordia in June 09 as 


Building, Civil and Environ- 
mental Professor and a future 
Hydro-Quebec Research Chair, 
is studying the urban heat 
island; the phenomenon 
whereby a metropolis is usually 
significantly warmer than its 
rural surroundings. In an 
attempt to address the energy 
used to cool cities around the 
world during hot weather, he's 
developing light reflective 
materials for roofs and pave- 
ments. 

This simple idea, says Akbari, 
can potentially delay the effects 
of global warming. 

Here’s how: Generally, pave- 
ments and roofs in urban envi- 
ronments are dark and absorb 
80 to 90% of sunlight; this, obvi- 
ously, keeps heat in the city. 
Those same surfaces covered 
with his reflective materials 
(white for roofs, lighter colours 
for pavements) will absorb only 
30 to 65%. 

By decreasing absorption of 
roofs by 25% and pavements by 
15%, the overall temperature of 
a city can be reduced by two to 


three degrees Celsius. Ipso 
facto, energy requirements for 
cooling during summer are 
reduced. 

Together, pavements and 
roofs comprise over 60% of 
urban surfaces. Akbari states 
10 sq m of white roof replacing 
a dark roof can offset one 
tonne of CO:. In other words, 
the temperature reduction due 
to radiation not being 
absorbed by the earth is equal 
to the increase in temperature 
caused by one tonne of CO: in 
the atmosphere, effectively bal- 
ancing any change. 

That means if we resurfaced 
the 60% of the island of 
Montreal's 500 sq km comprised 
of pavements and roofs with 
reflective materials, our city 
alone could offset over 12 mil- 
lion tonnes of CO». 

He admits it may be more use- 
ful in hot regions - those with- 
out snow to cover roofs and 
roads — but efforts in even the 
coldest climates even would 
positively contribute to the 
overall effect. “If major cities 
around the world adopt the 
technology, wed be well on our 
way to making a very significant 
dent in rising temperatures,’ he 
says. Akbari estimates that per- 
manently retrofitting urban 
roofs and pavements in the 
tropical and temperate regions 
of the world would create a one- 
time offset of 44 billion tonnes 
of emitted CQ:. 


roofs, cool research 
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Before joining Concordia, 
Akbari spent 26 years at the 
Environmental Energy Technol- 
ogies Division at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory 
(LBNL) at the University of 
California, Berkeley. Since Sept. 
2008, Akbari has been leading 
an international campaign to 
develop regional programs to 
install reflective roofs and pave- 
ments in the 100 largest cities of 
the world. Steve Chu, currently 
U.S. Secretary of Energy and for- 
mer LBNL director, strongly 
supports the technology, 
repeatedly bringing it to the 
attention of the media and poli- 
cy makers. 

Akbari sees enormous poten- 
tial in Concordias dedication to 
innovation of sustainable ener- 
gy and methods. “The energy 
utilization per Canadian is 
twice that of Californians, he 
says. “There's a lot of room for 
improvement here. Its one of 
the reasons J decided to come to 
Canada and Concordia.’ 

Currently, he is helping to 
organize the next meeting of 
the European Union Cool Roof 
Council for rating and labelling 
the optical properties of roofing 
surfaces in Europe to be held in 
La Rochelle, France on Feb. 2 
and 3, 2010. Akbari is also a 
member of the board of the 
Oakland-based Cool Roof 
Rating Council (CRRC), an 
organization he helped to estab- 
lish in 1998. 
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ACCOLADES 


Open media MFA graduates Aaron Pollard and Adad Hannah have 
been presented with the Victor Martyn Lynch-Staunton award by the 
Canada Council for the Arts. Worth $15 000 each, the awards recognize 
outstanding mid-career artists in the seven disciplines funded by the 
Canada Council: dance, integrated arts, media arts, music, theatre, visu- 
al arts and writing and publishing. The prizes were created using funds 
from a generous bequest made by the late Victor Martyn Lynch- 
Staunton to the Canada Council. 





“NGO 


The Canadian Foundation for Innovation (CFI) has awarded Concordia 
$108 052 for its research in the area of biometrics. The grant goes towards 
the advancement of the project Infrastructure for Advanced Non-intrusive 
Time Resolved Investigation of Cardiovascular Flows, headed by mechan- 
ical and industrial engineering professor Lyes Kadem. 


This investment is made under the CFI’s Leaders Opportunity Fund 
(LOF), which this year granted $59 million in support for 262 projects in 
40 Canadian research institutions, allowing talented researchers to con- 
duct cutting-edge research in world-class facilities. 


~@vo 


Film professor Daniel Cross has taken top honours at the International 
Documentary Film Festival in Amsterdam for his film, Last Train Home. 
The film took the prize for Best Feature-Length Documentary and will 
screen at the Sundance Film Festival later this month. 


Set in China, Last Train Home is an observational documentary that 
charts the dramatic story of one family but represents the challenges fac- 
ing a changing nation and a troubled world. 





Film prof Dan Cross with Governor General Michaélle Jean, Ukraine, May 2009 


Qo 


Author and former English professor Clark Blaise has been appointed 
an Officer of the Order of Canada. Blaise, a graduate of Denison 
University (1961) and the University of Iowa (1964), moved to Montréal 
and acquired Canadian citizenship in 1966. He taught at Sir George 
Williams University where he helped establish the post-graduate creative 
writing program. Blaise is the author of nine story collections, three nov- 
els and three previous works of non-fiction. 


On Dec. 30, Governor General Michaélle Jean announced a total of 57 
new appointments, including musicians Neil Young and Burton 
Cummings, former New Democratic Party leader Alexa McDonough, for- 
mer Manitoba Premier Gary Filmon and former Nova Scotia Premier 
John F Hamm. 


In November, studio arts instructor Francoise Sullivan was given sta- 
tus as Officer within the Order of Canada. (See Journal, Nov. 26, 09.) 


“~@vo 


Human systems intervention MA student Ronna Schwartz has 
received the McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) director general's 
award. Shwartz, who works as an outpatient physical therapist at the 
Allen Memorial wing of the Royal Victoria Hospital, received the honour 
for a program she initiated as part of her course AHSC 620, Individual 
Learning and Individual Change, to help integrate individuals suffering 
with mental illness back into the community. 
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JMSB Dean’s Awards 
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(Left to right): School of Extended Learning Dean Noel Burke (chair of the staff recognition award committee), finance professor and Associate Dean Lorne Switzer (chair of the Distinguished 
Scholarship award committee), management professor Pramodita Sharma, CIT Systems Analyst John Longo, research coordinator Karen Fiddler, facilities administrator Linda Sauras, accountancy 


professor Charles Cho, finance professor Stylianos Perrakis, management professor Stéphane Brutus, Teaching and Learning Services director Olivia Rovinescu (member of Teaching Excellence com- 
mittee), JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma. Absent: Management professor Ronald Ferguson. 


On Dec. 4, JMSB Dean Sanjay 
Sharma and a lively crowd 
honoured the achievement 
and contribution of a few 
extraordinary individuals at a 
ceremony bearing Sharma's 
title, the JMSB Dean’s Awards. 

Special not only because of 
the recipients, this marked 


Sharma's first opportunity to 
hand out the awards in the 
new MB Building. 

“We've had a remarkable 
year and it’s because of the 
people of the JMSB, Sharma 
said from the reception area 
on top the third floor floating 
boardroom. 


Receiving the Dean's Awards 
for Distinguished Scholarship 
were: Accountancy professor 
Charles Cho, Junior Scholar 
Award; management professor 
Stéphane Brutus, Mid-Scholar 
Award; finance professor 
Stylianos Perrakis and man- 
agement professor Pramodita 


Sharma, Senior Scholar 
Awards. Receiving the Dean's 
Award for Teaching Excellence 
was management professor 
Ronald Ferguson. Winners 
were nominated by a third 
party and evaluated by a selec- 
tion committee. 

Receiving the Deans Staff 





New year brings new faces 


Retirement for some, new opportunities for others 


KAREN HERLAND 





The start of a new year marks a 


number of personnel changes 
as some familiar faces move on 
and others move in. 

Patrick Kelley has been 
named interim Chief Financial 
Officer. He will assume respon- 
sibility for the university's finan- 
cial systems and ensure they 
remain consistent with the uni- 
versity’s strategic goal of best 
administrative practices. Kelley 
will occupy the position vacated 
by Larry English, who 
announced his retirement as the 
university's Vice-President 
Finance last term. A national 
search is underway to fill the 
position permanently. 


Kelley’s previous duties as 
Acting Head of IITS have been 
assumed by Loni Cornax. 
Cornax has been working in IT 
at the university since 1976, 
most recently as Assistant- 
Director, User Services. A 
search is underway for a per- 
manent head of IITS, as well. 

The Board of Governors 
approved the appointment of 
Philippe Beauregard as the uni- 
versitys new Chief Commu- 
nications Officer at their 
December meeting. 

Beauregard took the post 
Jan. 11, leaving Université de 


Montreal, where he _ was 
Associate Vice-Rector, Com- 
munications. 


Sami Antaki, who had been 





head of the university's com- 
munication services on an 
interim basis since the depar- 
ture of John Parisella in 
November 2008, returns to his 
position as Executive Director 
of University Communication 
Services, as well as Director of 
Marketing Communications. 

Vice-President Services 
Michael Di Grappa announced 
the retirement of Sue Magor, 
who began her career in Health 
Services at Concordia in 1975. 

Magor’ established the 
Evironmental Health and 
Safety Office of the university 
in 1980 (the first of its kind in 
Quebec) and directed its oper- 
ations for 29 years. 

Her pioneering work in 


health and safety management 
also led her to work in close 
cooperation with Sustainable 
Concordia when they began 
operations. Magor’s duties will 
be assumed, on an interim 
basis by Richard Young, who 
has been Director of Facility 
Operations for the past 11 
years. Young's responsiblities 
are now being assumed by 
Peter Bolla, in addition to his 
duties as Associate Vice- 
President, Facilities Manage- 
ment. 

Finally, Jacques Lachance 
will temporarily fill the posi- 
tion of Jean Brisebois, who 
retired as Director of Security, 
a position he held for the past 
nine years. 


Recognition Awards were 
Research Coordinator Karen 
Fiddler, CIT Systems Analyst 
John Longo and Facilities 
Administrator Linda Sauras. 
Winners either applied or were 
nominated for the prize, then 
decided upon by a selection 
committee. 
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Warming up the chilly season 


International students celebrate together far from home 


Each year, Concordia helps international 
students adapt to their home away from 
home by hosting a holiday feast for those 
students who are facing the holidays with- 
out family, many for the first time. 

On December 23, more than 250 stu- 
dents representing 50 different countries 
benefitted from the efforts of the 
Concordia University Alumni Association 
and Advancement and Alumni Relations 
Office. The party was held in the Nouvel 
Hotel and Spa. 

“I’m proud to mark the 10th anniversary 
of offering this complimentary meal to 
international students who cant go home 
for the holidays, said Kathy Assayag, 
Concordia Vice-President, Advancement 
and Alumni Relations. 

Along with Assayag, the university was 
represented at the dinner by Peter Kruyt, 
Chair of the Board of Governors, Noel 
Burke, Dean of the School of Extended 
Learning and Engineering and Computer 
Science Dean Robin Drew. 

“This is a time for being with families 
and friends. For many of you, it's simply not 
possible to think of going home for the hol- 
iday but we hope that tonight's celebration 
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From left: Mahdieh Tabatabaei Shafiei from Iran, Alphonse Nougoué from Cameroon, David Graham; Provost and Vice-President Academic 


Affairs, Die Ho from China and Singh Gagandeep from India. 


with help to warm your hearts and that the 
food will help to insulate you against the 
winter cold? said Provost David Graham, 


who attended for the first time. 
The meal reflected the international 
theme with servings of pasta, basmati rice, 


chicken and lamb kebabs, hummus and 
baklava. The feast was topped off with a cake 
for the 10th anniversary of the tradition. 





ePearl to shine at Congress 2010 


Montreal high school students and CSLP investigating human rights 


For the 2010 Congress of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Montreal high 
school students will be enlightening dele- 
gates with multimedia presentations 
tackling human rights issues using soft- 


CSLP's Anne Wade and Richard Schmid. 


ware created here at Concordia. 
Students from Westmount High 
School, Royal West Academy and Vincent 
Massey Collegiate will use the 
Concordia-created web-based electronic 
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portfolio software ePEARL to document a 
topic of interest to them and present 
their work in a multimedia format; for 
example, interviewing a war veteran and 
creating a podcast and/or slideshow. 

Developed by the Centre for the Study 
of Learning and Performance (CSLP), the 
ePEARL software is designed to help ele- 
mentary and secondary students organ- 
ize their own work, set goals and share 
their work with their classmates, parents 
and teachers within an electronic portfo- 
lio environment. (See Journal, April 2, 
2009.) 

Each school has one class of roughly 30 
students participating. Still early in the 
organization process, students will likely 
work in groups and, altogether, an esti- 
mated 30 projects will then be displayed 
at Congress 2010, here at Concordia from 
May 28 to June 4. CSLP Manager Anne 
Wade and educational technology gradu- 
ate student Rachel Scherzer are currently 
helping teachers with the software, and 
will continue through to this spring's 
event. 

“In this-ease, students will be able to 
explain what they've done and why to 
Congress delegates, who will be able to 
sit down one-on-one with a student to 
experience their project and learn about 
human rights through a unique perspec- 
tive, says Wade. 


Organizers hope to make it part of 
Human Rights Day, the multi-faceted 
showcase of events and research sched- 
uled for day one of the eight day event. 

CSLP Director Phil Abrami is very 
encouraged by the opportunity to show- 
case ePEARL, “the state-of-the-art appli- 
cation of technology for learning, inte- 
grated into a modern curriculum.’ 

A partnership with the English 
Montreal School Board and the non- 
profit organization, LEARN, Wade 
explains the project is especially timely 
as teachers of a new _ course, 
Contemporary World, combining histo- 
ry, geography and citizenship, will be 
incorporating the creation of the proj- 
ects into their curriculum. 

“It'll be more than just something to 
glance at as people walk by. It’s an engag- 
ing destination to see a real example of 
knowledge mobilization, says Education 
Professor and Chair Richard Schmid, also 
involved in the project. 

“The hope is that at the end of this 
exercise, these students will have pro- 
duced dramatic presentations that link 
perfectly to the Connected 
Understanding theme of the confer- 
ence, says Schmid. “There will be text, 
videos, stories... all from a point of view 
that stretches well beyond the university 
walls.” 
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Relay of hope a universal'meéssage 





Transplant Olympian and engineering alum Gordon Denison carried the 
torch in Beloeil last month. 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Gordon Denison (MEng 04) 
carried the Olympic torch 
through Beloeil last December, he 
exemplified the Olympic spirit in 
more ways than one. 

“It was amazing to be part of the 
chain that carried to torch all the 
way from Greece to Vancouver, 
Denison said of his 300-metre 
contribution to the relay. 

A decade ago, his future was 
uncertain and any Olympic 
association seemed unlikely. As 
a teenager, he experienced end 
stage renal failure that left him 
linked to a dialysis machine for 
hours a day over the better part 
of a year. He received a kidney 
transplant at the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital and has 
been going strong every since, 
completing his engineering 
studies at Concordia and start- 
ing his career at Kolostat Inc. 

He continues to volunteer in 
numerous programs associated 
with the Canadian Kidney 
Foundation, the Royal Victoria 
Hospital, the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital and 
Partenaires Santé. He tells his 
own story to demystify the 
process of organ transplant to 
help prepare those facing the 
_ procedure and to raise funds to 
support the MUHC Dialysis and 
Organ Transplant Fund. 

An athlete before the trans- 


plant, Denison has since earned 
numerous medals in track and 
field, swimming and badminton 
at the national and international 
Transplant Olympics. “Currently, I 
am a part of the organizing com- 
mittee for Team Quebec, and am 
also training to compete in the 
2010 Canadian Transplant 
Olympics. I also hope to be part of 
Team Canada at the 2011 World 
Transplant Olympics, to be held in 
Sweden’ 

Denison applied to be one of 
the torchbearers a year ago and 
learned he had earned the honour 
last summer. Among the various 
hurdles he needed to leap to carry 
the torch was an essay he wrote 
describing his experience as an 
athlete and transplant survivor. 

“The fact that the Olympic 
flame is being passed from one 
person to the other, such that they 
can carry out the relay is synony- 
mous with organ donation. The 
difference is that a person is pass- 
ing their organ such that the 
recipient can live a normal and 
healthy life’ 

Denison opted to purchase his 
torch after the relay. Although the 
fuel line was cut when he 
received the torch, Denison did- 
n't let that slow him down. “As an 
engineering grad from 
Concordia, I decided to address 
the problem’ With the help of a 
friend, he was able to reattach the 
line and get the torch lit again. 
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_ International scholars dig 
Gardens and Art conference 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


For études frangaises profes- 
sors Marc André Brouillette and 
Geneviéve Sicotte, a garden is 
more than meets the eye. It’s a 
theme that connects people. 

“Everyone has some kind of 
personal link to a garden, 
Brouillette said. “It could be as 
simple as growing a plant on 
your balcony.’ 

Present in art, history, archi- 
tecture, and literature, it's also an 
object that lends itself easily to a 
multidisciplinary | approach, 
Sicotte added. 

On Dec. 10 and 11, the duo 
hosted an international confer- 
ence in the MB Building called 
Gardens and Art: Framing, 
Unframing, Reframing with 
speakers from as far away as 
Poland, France and California. 

They raised topics such as 
philosophy, sociology and the 
creative process. 

Presented with support from 
Concordias branch of Figura, 
the Centre de recherche sur le 
texte et l’imaginaire, the Office 
of Research and Graduate 
Studies, and the Faculty of Arts 
and Science, the two-day event 
helped establish a network to 
unite scholars in this broad 
field. The conference was free 
and open to the public. 

“We live in a society in which 
university research is not 


Miche! Goulet’s stainless steel and 





Marc André Brouillette (left) and Geneviave Sicotte hosted Gardens and 






Art: Framing, Unframing, Reframing on Dec. 10 and II. 


always well-received, Sicotte 
said. “It’s important for us to 
have an accessible event.’ 

Topics ranged from over- 
grown gardens and their repre- 
sentation to the nature of 
installation gardens, which 
Nicole Valois from Université de 
Montréal looked at in a session 
on Friday morning. 

She explored different con- 
cepts of nature: first (hills and 
forests), second (cultivated 
lands) and third (gardens). 
Valois showed a picture of 
pylons cutting across green 
mountains. 

“This is like a scar on the 
landscape,’ she said. “It makes 
us reflect on the use of 
resources and the impact on 
the land. Here, weve trans- 
formed what would be primary 
nature into secondary. 


of Montreal to Quebec City for its 400th anniversary. 





In Brouillettes presentation, 
he examined artist Michel 
Goulet’s outdoor sculptures, 
which incorporate chairs and 
fragments of text in public 
spaces. 

Near the Gare du Palais in 
Quebec City, Goulet arranged 
40 chairs on a pathway, facing 
different directions. Each chair 
is inscribed with poetry. The 
project, called Réver le nouveau 
monde (dreaming of a new 
world), helps to assign a con- 
templative function to the 
space. 

“It becomes a game that helps 
to show and to hide. You read the 
text. You sit on it. The chairs help 
us experience outdoor spaces in 
a new way; he said. “And it’s 
thanks to a sculptor.’ 

For more information about 
Figura, visit figura.ugam.ca. 





bronze sculpture, Réver le nouveau monde (2008), was a gift from the city 
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Acadieman is un vrai plaisir 


Chiac animated series by Concordia grad blends French and English 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


If you've never heard anyone 
speaking Chiac, it can be tough 
to imagine the combination of 
French sentence _ structure, 
archaic nautical terms and 
English verbs conjugated in 
French. Ouf. 

But Dano LeBlanc, who grad- 
uated from Concordias special- 
ization in film in 1990, carries 
the Acadian dialect with 
humour in his award-winning 
animated series Acadieman - 
now in its third season on 
Rogers TV. 

“T’as probably noticé que je 
ne parle pas comme le monde 
du nord ou le monde du 
Québec, the main character, 
Acadieman, says in one episode 
where he meets Quebec actor 
Pascale Bussiéres. She later tells 
him, “J’suis starvé. 

LeBlanc's hybrid dialogue has 
attracted the attention of schol- 
ars the world over who are fasci- 
nated by his use of Chiac, which 
is barely represented in pop cul- 
ture in southeastern New 
Brunswick, where it originates. 
His work is in high demand; 
requests for copies of his scripts 
have come in from Mexico, 
Switzerland and France, among 
others. 

The dialect has been widely 
used for generations in the area 
surrounding Moncton. It incor- 
porates vocabulary that has 
long since disappeared from 
standard French and expres- 
sions borrowed from English. 


Yet dear Acadieman, who 
calls himself Le First Superhero 
Acadien, has come up against 
criticism for promoting what 
some call corrupted French. 

“We've always been told that 
were not speaking properly, 
LeBlanc says. “My point of view 
is that if kids aren't speaking 
that way, they would be speak- 
ing English’ 

With the pressure mounting, 
LeBlanc says he felt like he had 
to become a linguist in order to 
defend his work. He's hoping to 
draw attention to these issues in 
order to start a discussion about 
the fragility of the French lan- 
guage. 

Despite the war of words, the 
show is a huge success in New 
Brunswick and Ontario and will 
start airing on TV5 Canada in 
Quebec in Jan. 2011. 

Acadieman also comes to life 
in several best-selling comic 
books and a feature film, which 
was recently screened at the 


Cinémathéque  québécoise. 
LeBlanc and his team have 
received three Impression 


Awards from Rogers Television 
as well as prizes at the Yorkton 
Short Film Festival and the 
Festival de Film Francophone en 
Acadie. 

In addition to directing, com- 
posing the music and being the 
voice ef Acadieman, LeBlanc 
has a number of side-projects 
on the go. He has published sev- 
eral collections of poetry and 
runs the only established record 
label in New Brunswick. Back 


Remembering and forgetting 





This was one of several commemorative events public historian Ron 
Rudin discussed in his book on Acadia. 
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be coming to Quebec in a year’s time. 


when he was living in Montreal, 
he was a member of the three- 
person band that evolved into 
Godspeed You! Black Emperor, a 
renowned group of Montreal 
musicians. 

At Concordia, he recalled 
studying with Matt Hays — a film 
critic at the Mirror and current 
communication studies profes- 
sor - and Ted Whittall - a 
Gemini-award winning actor. 
They often watched B-movies 


KAREN HERLAND 


While Acadieman waves the flag 
of linguistic hybridity, history 
professor Ronald Rudin has 
taken a different multimedia 
approach to storytelling in 
Acadia. Last year, the University 
of Toronto Press published 
Remembering and Forgetting in 
Acadie: A Historians Journey 
through Public Memory, which 
was recently selected by the 
National Council on Public 
History as winner of its annual 
prize for best book in that field. 

Rudin’s interest in French 
Canadian history led him to the 
Maritimes and Acadia. The 
decade that just ended offered a 
unique opportunity with the 
400th anniversary of the found- 
ing of French settlements in 


with film studies professor 
Carole Zucker. “We became 
known as the Zuckerbabies,’ he 
says. 

He has been focused on 
Acadieman since 2005 and 
admits that balancing his var- 
ied interests is tough. But 
working with a small team 
allows him to have more cre- 
ative freedom and build tight- 
knit relationships. 

“This is definitely a labour of 


Atlantic Canada in 2004 and the 
next year’s 250th anniversary of 
the deportation of their descen- 
dents by the British. 

Events held over the two years 
were used to mark, “both a 
moment of birth and a moment 
of destruction, said Rudin. ‘I 
have always had an interest in 
how history is told to the larger 
public.’ 

Being aware of how memory 
is shaped by cultural and histor- 
ical contexts led Rudin to inter- 
view people representing 
Acadian, English and First 
Nations points of view. He also 
took the opportunity to go 
beyond a standard textual 
research project and bring a 
video crew along as well. “I was 
interested in using different 
media to tell stories. I wanted to 





love” he says. “Kids assume I 
have a sportscar and a gold cow- 
boy hat. But this brings together 
all the things I love: writing, 
drawing and making cinema. 

Catch season three of 
Acadieman at acadie- 
man.capacadie.com. LeBlanc's 
feature, Acadieman vs. le CMA, 
will be screening at the 28th 
annual Rendez-vous du cinéma 
québécois between Feb. 17 and 
27. Visit rvcg.com for details. 


take chances and try different 
things.’ 

The result so far has been the 
2006 documentary film Life 
After Ile Ste-Croix, and the 
amplificiation of Remembering 
and Forgetting in Acadie with a 
website. Rudin developed 
rememberingacadie.concordia. 
ca to work in tandem with the 
book; prompts in the text direct 
readers to online footage of 
interviews. “You can hear the 
person speak, it’s not just a his- 
torian putting words into text.” 

Rudin will continue to study 
Acadians and their past in his 
current multimedia project that 
focuses on the removal of 
Acadians from their lands to 
create Kouchibouguac National 
Park in New Brunswick in the 
late 1960s. 
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ANNA SARKISSIAN 


As world leaders were jockey- 
ing for position prior to the 
; United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in 
Copenhagen in December, stu- 
dents in an advanced geogra- 
phy course were prepping for a 
showdown of their own. 
Debating Copenhagen, pre- 
sented with support from the 
Geography Undergraduate 
Student Society, drew nearly 


100 people to the 12th floor of 


‘the Hall Building for a wine 
and cheese debate. 
“Relax, it’s the end of the 


semester, said GUSS press liai- 


son Chris Amyot, who was also 
one of the debaters. “We want- 
ed to do this in a calm environ- 


ment, pie 
Seven students in Damon 
Matthews 498C Climate 


Change course opted to organ- 
ize the event and participate in 


the discussion instead of writ- 


ing a final essay worth 30% of 
their grade. 

“This isn’t an academic 
paper, but if anything you need 
a better grasp of the topic. You 
have to be aware of both sides 
of the argument, Matthews 
said. 

Students were judged based 


Great climate debate comes to a head | 


on the accuracy of their state- 
ments, how well they present- 
ed their case and on a final 
write-up summarizing their 
position. 

The group met once a week. 
starting mid-semester to brain- 
storm for ideas. They decided 
amongst themselves who 
would debate whom and on 
which topic. The questions 
were framed around issues 


likely .to be raised in 
Copenhagen. 
Moderator Tara Despault set 


the stage by providing back- 
ground information about the 


Concordia’s Beast-ie boys 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


These days, communications 
: grad Ben Steiger Levine has his 
hands full directing the new ad 
campaign for Sprite - one of 
the year’s biggest international 
contracts — to the point where 
he barely has time to celebrate 
his recent Grammy nomination 
: for best music video. 

On Jan. 30, his video for the 
song “Mr. Hurricane’ by local 
indie band Beast, will go up 
against the Black-Eyed Peas, 
Coldplay, Depeche Mode and 
Oren Lavie. The visually lush 
video, in which a swarm of bees 
come to life in the form of a 
man, was produced by Sach 
Baylin-Stern and features visu- 
al effects by Joshua Sherrett. 

Steiger Levine has directed a 
number of groundbreaking videos 
over the years for bands like The 
Most Serene Republic, Plants and 
Animals and So Called. 


Baylin-Stern, who studied 
psychology at Concordia, is 
proud of their accomplish- 
ments and has high hopes for 
the Grammys, regardless of 
whether they win or lose. He 
joked about rubbing shoulders 
with country-pop singer Taylor 
Swift backstage. 

“We're there not because of 
who were are, were unknown. 
We're there because of the 
incredible quality of the work. I 
think a lot of big contracts can 
come out of this,’ he said, men- 
tioning the possibility of one 
day working with heavy hitters 
like Kanye West and Madggna. 

“I don’t want to toot my Own 
horn, but by the age of 27, I’ve 
been nominated for a Grammy, 
which for music video produc- 
ers and directors is the pinna- 
cle of success,’ he added. 

Baylin-Stern is working with 
fellow Concordia grads Jeremy 
Saindon and _ Christophe 





Once the debate was underway, it was standing room only in H-1271 during Debating Copenhagen on Dec. 3. 


15th annual conference in 
Copenhagen and asked the 
audience, “How will 
Copenhagen succeed where 
Kyoto has failed?” : 

Kelly Nugent and Nick 
Matsumoto looked at whether 
limiting global warming to two 
degrees was a reasonable tar- 
get. Matsumoto argued that we 
were already seeing devastat- 
ing effects and two degrees was 
simply not enough. 

“Science puts out worst-case 
scenarios so that were better 


prepared; Nugent countered. 


“In the case of water shortage, 
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The video for “Mr. Hurricane” by Beast is in the runni 





isn't it a result of poor manage- 
ment, like irrigation in the 
desert?” 

Next up, Daniel Kielback and 
Jennifer Gagne focused on 
whether developing countries 
should adhere to emissions 
targets like developed coun- 
tries. The Kyoto protocol did 
not include developing 
nations, which has been criti- 
cized by some climate activists. 

“It’s not about who polluted 
in the past. It’s about whos pol- 
luting now; Gagne said. “India 
and China will soon eclipse the 
developed world in terms of 
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by Ben Steiger Levine and produced by Sach Baylin-Stern for NuFilms. 


Collette to launch a film and 
music video production house, 
Antler Films. They will be col- 
laborating with a whos who of 
Canadian talent, including sev- 
eral alumni: video director and 
interactive developer Thibaut 
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emissions. 
Kielback pointed to the ethi- 
cal, social and economic 


inequities between developed 
and developing nations. 

“Countries need to be able to 
industrialize without emis- 
sions restrictions, just as we 
did. Once they're stable, they 
can move toward greener tech- 
nologies, he said. 

In the final round, Chris 
Amyot and Nicholas Taylor 
went head-to-head about 
whether climate accords were 
more successful than grass- 
roots action. 

Taylor said regional organiz- 
ing is the way to go. “I see 
Copenhagen as a giant high- 
stakes poker match. We have 
no strong leadership, he said. 

Amyot maintained that 
international law can hold 
states responsible and provide 
a framework for emissions 
reduction. 

Matthews chose this format 
because students can be enter- 
taining and also meet academ- 
ic requirements. In winter 
2008, his class hosted a similar 
debate. 

“The students also get the 
experience of organizing an 
event, which is an extremely 
important skill,” he said. 
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Duverneix, and photographers 
and directors Carlos and Jason 
Sanchez. Sherrett and Dave 
Pawsey, who are both 3D visual 
effect artists and directors, are 
also part of their team. 

Next up, they will be develop- 


ing several short and long form 
film projects and videos for 
international clients. 


Watch “Mr. Hurricane” 
online at bensteigerlevine.com. 
The Grammys air Jan. 31 at 8 
p.m. on CBS. 
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U of Calgary takes MBA case comp crown 


Russ COOPER 


The Haskayne School of 
Business from the University of 
Calgary took home the crown at 
this year's JMSB MBA Case 
Competition, overcoming the 
fierce opposition of 36 teams of 
the world’s finest MBA students. 

Held here on our home turf 
from Jan. 4 to 9, the 29-year-old 
contest is the oldest and largest 
MBA competition in the world, 
often referred to as_ the 
‘Olympics of the MBA case com- 
petitions? The students tested 
their spirit of competition 
againts another home team - 
the Montreal Canadiens. (More 
on that later...) 

Coming from places such as 
California, Sweden, France, 
Germany and even just over the 
mountain at HEC Montréal, 114 
students gathered in Montreal 
to be challenged by some of the 
toughest real world business 
problems. 

Haskayne overcame _ the 
reigning champs, the Moore 
School of Business from the 
University of South Carolina, 
who placed second. Third place 





wie 


The JMSB team took to the streets on the afternoon of Jan. 8 to get loud and show off their spirit before the official opening of the games later that evening. 


Russ COOPER 


Concordia’s undergrad team of 
84 students tied with the 
University of Ottawa for third 
place at the Jeux du Commerce, 
this year held right here at 
Concordia Jan. 8 to 11. 

With 1 200 students from 13 
universities from Quebec, 
Ontario and New Brunswick 
competing, the JDC is the 
largest undergraduate competi- 
tion in North America. This 
marked the first time Concordia 
hosted the games in 18 years, 
and organizers say the timing 
was absolutely perfect. 

“This is the first event of this 
magnitude to happen in the 


went to one of the competition's 
first-time participants, the 
Nanyang School of Business 
from Singapore. | 

The winning team took home 
the cheque for a big $10 000. 

Despite a strong showing, the 
competition proved to be too 
tough for the Concordia team of 
Annaleigh Greene, Ivonne 
Medina, Shawna Rose and 
Michelle Nero; they were exclud- 
ed from the list of nine semi- 
finalists. 

“I’m very proud of our team,’ 
said JMSB coach Dickson Jay, a 
part-time management profes- 
sor. “It was an extremely chal- 
lenging competition and, 
despite the outcome, we per- 
formed exceptionally well? 

The winner of the Richard 
Outcault Award for team spirit 
was to the University of Porto 
from Porto, Portugal. The 
J. Pierre Brunet Coaching Award 
went to the coach from South 
Carolina Patrick DeMouy. 

Concordia’s team took the 
case competition in 2006 and 
2004. 

As with past editions, the heat 
was on the competitors to ana- 


lyze a series of complex real life 
business case studies, then pres- 
ent professional solutions to a 
panel of international business 
executives. Through a round- 


‘robin and playoff circuit, the 


industry leaders then judge the 
merit and feasibility of the solu- 
tions presented by the teams 
and ultimately decide the best 
team. 

One of the biggest surprises 
came on Jan. 7 during the fourth 
competition, the live case, when 
organizers announced the cor- 
poration for which the students 
would be proposing solutions 
for would be the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

In their address to hundreds 
of competitors, Habs owner 
Geoff Molson and _ Vice 
President and Chief Sales and 
Marketing Officer Ray Lalonde 
explained they were looking to 
them to shift gears from the 
organization's marketing strate- 
gy from the last five years of 
focusing on the teams history 
and its 100th anniversary. The 
question: what's next? 

The inclusion of the Habs in 
the international competition 





Habs’ owner Geoff Molson speaks to competitors at the live competition 


Jan. 7 in the Grand Salon of the Queen Elizabeth Hotel. 


was timely not only for the 
team’s centenary, but also as it 
tied in with the opening of the 
new home of the John Molson 
School of Business building last 
fall. The event gathered wide 
media coverage, including La 
Presse, The Montreal Gazette, 
CBC Radio, CTV and Global TV. 

Later that evening, students 
were able to watch the Habs 
blank the Florida Panthers 2-0 
from the comfort of the luxuri- 
ous Molson hospitality suite in 
the hotel. 


Concordia hosts JDC, ties for third 
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new MB Building. It was a once 
in a lifetime honour to show the 
world all we have to offer,’ said 
JDC corporate relations organ- 
izer Victor Esposito. “It’s not 
something we could do every 
year. 

Taking the overall title this 
year was the Université de 
Laval, followed by HEC in sec- 
ond. Over the competition's 22- 
year history, Concordia has 
taken overall gold in the compe- 
tition twice, most recently in 
2007. (See Journal, Jan. 25 07). 

More than just a standard 
business competition, the JDC 
encompasses athletic and 
social competitions. Eighty-four 
students from each school par- 


ticipate in everything from 
debates to spirit competitions 
to stock simulations along with 
academic case competitions to 
determine the finest all-round 
business school. 

For its part, Concordia did 
remarkably well earning podi- 
um places. At the end of the 
three-day competition, JSMB 
folk stood at eight platforms, 
earning first in finance, debate, 
and soccer (the first time JMSB 
has won a JDC sporting event 
since 1996); second in human 
relations; and third in tax, 
accounting, and international 
business. The final podium was 
for the overall third place finish. 

“We put on an amazing per- 


_i 


formance with some serious 
competition, said part-time 


marketing instructor Mark 
Haber, JMSB’s head coach. He 
explained the difference 


between first and third place 
was a slim 1.2 points out of 100 
points. 

“It’s fun to be back and get 
involved, said Julie Bergeron, 
who helped organize media rela- 
tions for the student-run compe- 
tition. “It was exhausting but it 
was a fantastic experience. 
Bergeron (BComm 04) is now in 
medical sales at the Laval branch 
of pharmaceutical company 
Boehringer Ingelheim. 

Twenty of 25 organizing com- 
mittee members were JMSB 


Sherin Al-Safa, one of four 
organizers, thanked sponsors 
(44 of them) who helped during 
these tricky economic times. 
“Had it not been for them, it 
wouldn't have been possible,’ 
she says. 

This year marked a return to 
the Queen Elizabeth Hotel, after 


nine years at the Hilton 
Bonaventure. The shift was 
made due to the Queen 


Elizabeth Hotel's commitment 
to sustainability; one shared by 
the competition's organizers. 





alumni, while the remaining 
five are current students of the 
JMSB as well as other Quebec 
business schools. 

Esposito Jr., a Journal Great 
Grad in 2009 and a member of 
the gold medal team of 2007, 
has been part of the games 
organizing committee since 
2008 when Concordia was 
granted the privilege to host 
the games. He graduated last 
year, and he’s just accepted a 
position with IBM Global 
Business Services in Toronto as 
a consultant. 

JDC organizers would like to 
thank their exclusive partner 
TD Assurance Meloche Monnex 
for their continued support. 
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Ignatieff stops in- 


or, 
a 
CSU President Amine Dabchy (left) 
introduces official opposition 


leader Michael Ignatieff of the 
Liberal Party during a town hall 
session on the 7th floor of the Halli 
Building on Jan. 12. 

Numerous members of parliament 
were also in the audience, including 
Marc Garneau, Justin Trudeau, Pablo 
Rodriguez, Francis Scarpaleggia and 
Bernard Patry. 

“We're lucky, we have half of the 






Max Hanna, Montreal Alouettes’ assistant athletic th 


parliament here,” Dabchy joked. 

In a ten-minute introduction, 
Ignatieff touched on voter apathy, 
the environment and the economy 
in his remarks, before opening the 
floor to questions from students. 

“| do hope that all of you are 
here because you care about your 
country and you care about its 
politics,” Ignatieff said. He later told 
the crowd that it was his 
responsibility as a political leader 


ion 
So See 


erapist, shared the glory of the team’s championship sea- 





to give young people something 
worth voting for. 

ignatieff is on a cross-country 
tour of university campuses. He 
came to Concordia as part of the 
CSU Speaker Series, which has 
previously included Ralph Nader, 
David Suzuki, Al Sharpton and Spike 
Lee. 

To listen to an audio recording of 
the event, visit archive.org/ 
details/michaelignatieffatconcordia 


IOTVINI NON 


son with members of his alma mater on Jan. 12. Hanna, who graduated from exercise science in 05, brought 
the cup to Concordia to celebrate the nearly $35 million recently awarded for the construction of the PER- 
FORM centre (see journal, Oct 15 09). (Left to Right): Hanna, exercise science professor and department chair 
Robert Kilgour, technical supervisor Ron Rehel, and assistant professor Simon Bacon. 


Concordians make some noise 


The Mirror's annual Noise- 
makers issue is, as usual, heavy 
on Concordia representation as 
those affiliated with the universi- 
ty continue to make waves. 

From _ religion _— professor 
Donald Boisvert’s anticipated 
series, Queer Religion to some of 
the founders ‘of Roving Party 
Machine, who are taking a shot 
at redefining gender at Mile End 
nightspots, the contributions are 
varied and often edgy. Greg Horn 


is using his journalism degree as 
news and public affairs director 
at K103 but also on his own proj- 
ect KahnawakeNews.com. 
Musicians in Barn Burner, as 
well as Charlotte Crawford stud- 
ied at Concordia, along with 
painter Jenny Schade. The film 
industry benefits from the con- 
tributions of members of Phase 
Four Productions, along with 
filmmaker Jacquelyn Mills, 
whose work was featured on 


Jan. 11 as part of a special NFB 
retrospective of work by 
Concordia grads. Finally com- 
munication studies alum Aaron 
Hancox has parlayed the engag- 
ing mini-doc he did on 
Montreal’s Cinema LAmour into 
a legit happening by program- 
ming grindhouse films and 
bands in the venue for monthly 
fundraisers. Apologies if we 
missed someone who didnt 
mention their alma mater. 
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Call for nominations 


The Honorary Degree and Con- 
vocation Committee (HDCC), a 
joint Board/Senate committee, is 
seeking nominations for candi- 
dates for honorary degrees. 

All nominations for honorary 
degrees are screened by the 
HDCC and approved by the 
Board of Governors upon recom- 
mendation of Senate. 

To be eligible, a nominee must 
have sufficient stature and recog- 
nition to ensure that the awarding 
of an honorary degree brings 
credit to Concordia University 
and to the academic community 
as a whole and upholds the values 
that lead to the advancement of 
learning and to the pursuit of 
greater knowledge. HDCC will 
review the nominations to evalu- 
ate whether the candidates meet 
one or more of the following crite- 
ria: eminence in a field of activity 


or profession; outstanding public 
or community service; significant 
connection or benefaction to the 
university. 

It should be noted, however, 
that honorary degrees will not be 
given to current members of the 
Board of Governors or their fami- 
ly members nor to current mem- 
bers of the university community 
and are usually not given to hold- 
ers of public office. 

Before submitting a nomina- 
tion, please read the Guidelines for 
the Awarding of Honorary Degrees 
to familiarize yourself with the 
nomination process, complete 
and sign the Honorary Degree 
Nomination Form and submit 
same to Danielle Tessier, HDCC 
Secretary, S-GM 801-23, or 
via email attachment at 
danielle@alcor.concordia.ca 
before Jan. 22. 


INMEMORIAM 


Mobin Ahmad, 1925-2009 


It is with regret the Journal 
announces the passing of philos- 
ophy professor Mobin Ahmad on 
Dec. 19, in Montreal. Ahmad was 
recruited to Concordia, then Sir 
George Williams University, in 
1964 from the University of 
Chicago. He taught philosophy 
until his retirement in 1992. He is 
survived by his wife, Ayesha K. 
Ahmad, and his children, in 
whom he instilled his love of aca- 
demic inquiry: Omair Ahmad 
(professor and former chair of 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering at Concordia), Saba 
Ahmad (professor of mathemat- 
ics at John Abbott College), and 
Ferhaan Ahmad (professor of 
medicine and human genetics at 


the University of Pittsburgh). 


Christopher Gray, chair of 
philosophy during part of 
Ahmad’s career at Concordia, 
recalls him as “a quiet man, 
always joyful to meet, the con- 
summate gentleman, kindly 
and devoted to his teaching 
duties and to philosophical 
inquiry. Ahmad was mentored 
by the renowned philosophers 
Charles Morris and Warner 
Wick at the University of 
Chicago, who _ frequently 
expressed their amazement 
and pride in the novelty of 
Ahmad’s ideas and writings. 

Concordia offers condolences 
to the Ahmad family. Details on a 
memorial will be posted at 
news.concordia.ca as they 
become available. 


Maryanne Balazic, 1966-2010 


The Concordia community 
deeply mourns the sudden 
passing of Maryanne Balazic. 
She came to the university in 
March 1988 as the reception- 
ist/secretary of the Treasury 
Department. Over the years, 
she worked her way up to pen- 
sion administration coordina- 
tor in 1990 and was made 
Associate Director in the 
Academic Relations depart- 
ment in 2001 until her depar- 
ture from the university in 
2005. 

During her 17 years at the uni- 
versity, she made many friends 
who will miss her dearly. A for- 
mer colleague said she will be 
fondly remembered for her 
warm and vibrant presence that 


could light up a room. 

She leaves to mourn her hus- 
band Wagdi (Fred) Habashi, an 
engineering professor who 
taught at Concordia for many 
years before moving to McGill, 
parents Vera and Martin, brother 
John and his wife Marian, as well 
as the family of her husband. 

A funeral service will be held 
on Fri., Jan. 15 at 10 a.m. in St- 
Vladimir Parish, 3470 St-Joseph 
Blvd. E. In lieu of flowers, 
Maryanne has requested that 
donations be made for the edu- 
cations of her goddaughter and 
godson. Condolences may also 
be posted to her obituary online: 


-http://www.legacy.com/can- 


montreal/Obituaries.asp?Page 
=Lifestory&Personld=138522099. 
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THURS., JAN 14 
© FOFA Gallery Vernissage 


Marion Waschgal's Private Views is in the main gallery, mark- 
ing the first time she has shown an exhibition of drawings in 
over two decades. In the Black Box is Jn Conversation with 
Waschgal. In the vitrines are works by Alisha Piercy that 
combine aspects of Chinese mist-in-the-mountains brush- 
work paintings with texts that evoke a double meaning. All 
three exhibits will be on display until Feb. 5. 


S-EV 1.715 |5to7 p.m. | fofagallery.concordia.ca 


gr Beats in space: Discover the 


world of online music 


Explore the world of online music through Concordias spe- 
cialized music databases, as well as some of the top music 
sites on the web. Electronic, classical, jazz, electro acoustic, 
folk and more. Also offered on Wed., Jan. 27. 


L-VL 122 | 1 to2 p.m. 
library.concordia.ca/help/workshops 


FRI., JAN. [5 


ge Research essentials for engineering 


students 


This workshop is designed to give you an overview of the 
types of publications (e.g. standards, patents, conference 
and journal papers) you may need in your research as well as 
the tools and strategies you can use to locate them. 


S-LB 203 | 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
library.concordia.ca/help/workshops 


SAT., JAN. 16 


S a Ethics and Research-Creation 


Study Day 


The Office of Research is hosting this event for all artist- 
researchers. Grad students are welcome. Ethics, copyright 
and human research protocol will be discussed. 
Refreshments and lunch will be provided. Register with 
Brigitte Des Rosiers, ext. 7481. 
S-EV 11.705 | 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


oor.concordia.ca/newsandevents 


SUN., JAN. 17 


& Women and avant-garde filmmaking 


In parallel with the exhibition J haven't been a figment of my 
own imagination / je ne suis pas une chimer..., two films will be 
screened: Les filles du Roy, by Anne-Claire Poirier, and Je tu il 
elle, by Chantal Akerman. 


S-EV 1.615 | 2p.m. | fofagallery.concordia.ca 
MON., JAN. 18 


© Cinema Politica 


The Coca Cola Case, a documentary about Coke and labour 
rights in the bottling plants, will be screened. Admission is 
pay-what-you-can. 

S-H 110 | 6:30 to 10 p.m. | cinemapolitica.org/concordia 


TUES., JAN. 19 
ef What the library can do for you 


Learn about all the services offered by the libraries, incMad- 
ing searching millions of books and articles, acquiring mate- 
rials from other libraries, using the article delivery service, 
and booking the study rooms. 


S-LB 203 | 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
library.concordia.ca/help/workshops 


TI 


N Drum circle 


<3 


Multi-faith Chaplaincy invites you to share the rhythm in a 
drum circle. No experience necessary. Another drum circle 
will be held at Loyola on Jan. 20 from noon to 1 p.m. 

S-Z 05 (2090 Mackay) | 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 


lgallo@aicor.concordia.ca or ext. 3591 
WED., JAN. 20 


gr Using library databases 

This hands-on workshop allows you to build your skills in 
using some of Concordia libraries’ 500+ databases of articles 
and other scholarly information. Learn to explore these 
resources, which contain a lot of information not found on 
the open internet. This workshop will also be offered down- 
town on Jan. 21 and 26. 


L-VL 122 | noon to 1:30 p.m. 
library.concordia.ca/help/workshops 


THURS., JAN. 21 
S Unicef Gala Night 


This inaugural event celebrates the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and aims to inform the public of the 
importance of this declaration. The event will feature a num- 
ber of guest speakers and Concordia clubs, including the 
Tamil Association of Concordia, who will be sharing relevant 
photos and information concerning the state of Tamil youth 
in Sri Lanka. Wine and cheese will be served. Proceeds to go 
to UNICEF. 


S-H 7th floor | 5:30.to 11 p.m. | $10 in advance, $15 at the door 


unicef.concordia.association@gmail.com 


Worm Composting Workshop 


Learn about worm composting at home with this workshop 
offered by Sustainable Concordia/R4 and get a tour of 
Concordia’s vermicompost facility. 


S-H Greenhouse (13th floor) | 
r4.concordia.ca 


FRI., JAN. 22 


ar Faculty Development: Polishing Your 


Performance 

Kate Bligh (Theatre and English depts.) offers suggestions 
on how to present a teaching persona that is confident, 
approachable and easy to understand. 


6 to 6:30 p.m. | 





L-AD 308 | 10 to 11:30 am. | fteaching.concordia.ca 
or ext. 2495 
WED., JAN. 27 


© Tours of the Ellen Vault en frangais 


The Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery will be giving tours of 
the permanent collection inside the vault. Places are limited 
and reservations are required. The tour will be given in 
English on Tues., Feb. 2 at the same time. 


S-LB 165 | 2to3p.m. | ellengal@alcor.concordia.ca 


@ The Fraught Logic of Positive 
Thinking 
As part of the Outside the Box series, Julie Ellison, founding 


director emerita of the consortium Imagining America, pres- 
ents a short history of hopeful civic engagement (1999-2009). 


S-MB 7270 (Acting Studio 4) | 6 p.m. 
THURS., JAN. 28 


gee Business essentials at the library 


Preparing for a case competition or working on an assign- 
ment that requires business research? Find out which 
resources to use to find business articles, market research 
information, financial data and more. 


S-LB 203 | 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
library.concordia.ca/help/workshops 





@ The World After Copenhagen 


Cleo Paskal is an award-winning journalist and a geopoliti- 
cal analyst who specializes in the geopolitical, security, and 
economic implications of environmental change (including 
climate change). She will discuss How Environmental 
Change Will Affect Politics, Economics, Security and 
Organizations. Admission is free but seating is limited. 


S-H 763 | 3 to 4:30 p.m. | ext. 5131 
@ AIDS lecture series 


Laurette Lévy discusses her book Debout en clair-obscur : 
Réflexions sur engagement dans la communauté VIH / sida. 


S-H 110 | 6 p.m. | aids.concordia.ca 


@® Visiting lecture: Holocaust 


Commemoration 


CISSC hosts a lecture by Michael Dorland (Carleton 
University) on Holocaust Commemoration and the 
Disappearance of History. 


S-H 767 | 7 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


FRI., JAN. 29 


@ Hellenism and the Fashioning of New . 


Homo Greco-Sapiens 


Nikos Poulopoulos, Chair of the Hellenic Studies unit at 
McGill, has been invited by Concordia’s Hellenic Studies unit 
to present his lecture on Hellenism and the Fashioning of 
New Homo Greco-Sapiens. 


S-H 767 | 7 p.m. | hellenicstudies.concordia.ca 
FRI., FEB. 5 
@ Technological show and tell 


The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services is hosting 
Mark Morton (uWaterloo) who will give a lecture titled Show 
& Tell: learning technologies for making & sharing presenta- 
tions. He'll also explore information overload: How much is 
too much when it comes to using technology and what can 
be done to stay on top of it all. 


S-H 767 | 10 to 11:30 a.m. | teaching.concordia.ca 
ONGOING -—- UNTIL FEB. [3 


Collecting: The Inflections of a 


Practice 


Curator Mélanie Rainville examines the Ellen Gallery's col- 
lection and finds a combination of factors that have influ- 
enced collecting practices over the years, including shifts in 
the art world, the professionalization of museological activi- 
ties, and the succession of directors and curators responsi- 
ble for developing the collection. 


ellengallery.concordia.ca 
ONGOING - UNTIL FEB. 13 
© Sylvia Safdie as seen by Sherry Simon 


Sherry Simon examines two works of Sylvia Safdie drawn 
from the Ellen Gallery's collection as part of Capsule, an 
exhibition program that invites a writer from a discipline 
outside of the visual arts and art history to select a work 
from the Gallery’s Permanent Collection as a departure 
point for a consideration of art and issues. 


ellengallery.concordia.ca 


LEGEND 
Book Launch . U Reception/cocktail 


Lecture/reading @® <9) Call for participation 


Arts 


ee Workshop/discussion 
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- Holidays bright on-campus and off 


Morning Star, an elder at the Centre for Native Education, at last month’s Holidays Around the World celebration. 


SHELAGH PEDEN 





If home is where the heart is, 
then Concordia is considered 
home for many of us. This year, 
we celebrated with many cul- 
tures and came together for 
those less fortunate. 

At Holidays Around the 
World, an event at the Loyola 
Chapel hosted by the Dean of 
Students Office and Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy, over 80 curious 
onlookers came to see, taste and 
celebrate different cultural and 


religious traditions. They 
learned about Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, the story’ of 


Christmas, Winter Solstice and 
Muhurram, while entertain- 
ment was provided by Carolers 
for a Cause, drummers, and 
Hanukkah music. It was a lovely 
event that spanned many cul- 
tures and shared the warmth of 
the holidays. 

Despite widespread fears that 
many charities would not reach 
fundrising goals due to the eco- 
nomic recession, Concordians 
proved their generosity once 
again during the holiday period. 
Having raised money and col- 
lected non-perishables for those 
both within and outside the uni- 


versity, we showed how deeply 


Concordia is involved in our 

own circles and throughout the 

Greater Montreal community. 
The annual food drive held by 


Distribution. Services, Angels 
Without Wings, saw four skids 
of food and clothing delivered to 
Chez Doris and St. Michael's 
Mission. Chemistry and _ bio- 
chemistry professor emerita 
Judith Kornblatt said, “I was 
working as a volunteer this 
morning at the Red Roof (St. 
Michael’s Mission on President 
Kennedy) when the truck from 
Concordia arrived and boxes 
and boxes of food and clothing 
were unloaded. Many, many 
thanks to all of you. 

While Centraide of Greater 
Montreal reached their overall 
goal of $54 000 000, many uni- 
versities didn't reach institution- 
al goals. Concordias campaign 
will be extended in the hopes of 
reaching the university's goal of 
$190 000. The tally currently 
stands at $160 000. 

Some TESL students saw an 
opportunity to give back: after 
the popular Centraide pasta 
lunch downtown the resourceful 
students found a way to share 
the yummy leftovers with those 
less fortunate living on the 
streets in the area. 

The Carolers for a Cause per- 
formed six concerts of holiday 
tunes for passers-by in the lob- 
bies of the major SGW Campus 
buildings. The golden voices of 
Roberto Chen-Rangel, Cynthia 
Hedrich, Katherine Hedrich, 
Lorraine Toscano, Danielle 


-Meghan Denison and Mary 


Pullen and Adrienne Willott, 
(joined on two occasions by 


Burns), raised $20 010 for the 
Multi-faith Chaplaincy's Student 
Emergency Food Fund, a fund 
that ensures cash-strapped stu- 
dents can get enough food on 
the table. These students can 
then get coupons for local gro- 
cers from the fund. 

The fund benefitted from 
fundraising endeavours on cam- 
pus, including the 20th annual 
Library Christmas Auction that 
raised $5 126.45, bringing the 
event’s 20-year total to over 
$61 000. As the saying goes, 
charity begins at home, so a por- 
tion was given to internal caus- 
es, like the fund and Financial 
Aid & Awards. The remainder 
will be distributed to a number 
of local charities. Full details will 
be posted on their website: alcor. 
concordia.ca/~xmas/auction. 

The Student Emergency Food 
Fund held its own fundraiser, sell- 
ing volunteer-made ribbons and 
decorations to go on the holiday 
tree in the Library Atrium. They 
raised $431.56. 

Chaplain Ellie Hummel 
reminded everyone that despite 
the holidays being the busiest 
time of year for the fund, 
donations are heartily appreci- 
ated year-round: Contact 
Hummel at ext. 3590 or 
Ellie. Hummel@concordia.ca. 
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The Dean of Students Office and Multi-faith Chaplaincy offered a cross- 
cultural holiday exchange. 
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